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The authority for the State Board of Education to select and adopt textbooks is codified in the 
General Statutes of North Carolina 115C-85 through 115C-102. 
 
A. As outlined in G.S. 115C-85, textbook is defined as, “systematically organized material 

comprehensive enough to cover the primary objectives outlined in the North Carolina 
Standard Course of Study for a grade or course. Formats for textbooks may be print or 
nonprint, including hardbound books, softbound books, activity-oriented programs, 
classroom kits, and technology-based programs that require the use of electronic 
equipment in order to be used in the learning process.” Technology-based programs may 
include subscription or web-based materials.  

 
 

B.  On an annual basis, the State Board of Education shall review the Board’s responsibilities 
to evaluate and adopt textbooks.  The Board shall be informed of the legal and ethical 
considerations of discussions with textbook company representatives during the textbook 
process. 
 

C. During each textbook adoption cycle, the State Board of Education shall: 
1. approve the Invitation to Submit Textbooks for Evaluation and Adoption in North 

Carolina containing the process and procedures for submission, evaluation, and 
adoption of textbooks developed by the Department of Public Instruction; 
 

2. review the list of recommended textbooks submitted by the Textbook 
Commission following its evaluations (The Textbook Commission’s 
responsibilities are outlined in G.S. 115C-88 and G.S. 115C-89 and in State Board 
Policy TEXT-002 formerly GCS-H-002.); and 

 



 

 

3. make decisions regarding which textbooks shall be approved for adoption and use 
in the public schools of North Carolina. 

 
D. To ensure adequate time for the evaluation of textbooks presented to the SBE for adoption 

for use in the public schools, the Textbook Commission, the Department of Public 
Instruction and the State Board of Education (SBE) shall adhere to a schedule determined 
by the Department of Public Instruction. 


